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The Manitoba Transit
Heritage Association is a
non-profit organization
whose members volunteer
to restore old transit
vehicles for historical
purposes, and provide the
restored transit vehiclesfor
public parades and

displays.

The MTHA also collects
trangt related memorabilia.
If you wish to donate
vintage items, please
contact:

The Manitoba Transit
Heritage Association Inc.
c/o 421 Osborne Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada R3L 2A2

This newsletter is
published six times per
year and is distributed free
to members.
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125 years of public transit in Winnipeg
Large crowd joins celebration

A large number of citizens turned up on Also on display was MTHA member Pat
Saturday, June 2, 2007 at the Fort Rouge Rogoski’s 1/24 scale detailed model of a
Transit Base to help celebrate the 125th New Flyer D40 bus.

Anniversary of their public transit service.
MTHA members also lead the tours of the

The Manitoba Transit Heritage Association ~ facility showing the public how Transit is

was on hand to display its collection of ableto travel some 26 million kilometers per
restored vintage vehicles and large collection  year while operating the fleet of 533 buses
of transit-related memorabilia. for up to 22 hours per day.

More story and pictures on page 3...

Atrip down memory lane... _

The Manitoba Transit Heritage A ssociation displayed two vintage Twin Coaches and a 1941
Ford bus next to the line-up of Winnipeg Transit’'s contemporary vehicles.




MTHABoard Meeting

Wednesday, May 23rd, 2007 at Fort Rouge Garage

Present:

BenKonowddik, DemnisCavanegh, dnKaouga
RonAlexanda, Alex Regec, JmMdmes addMuray
Pare.

Regrets:
Tary adFazWak, JmHunte, Pat Rogoski, Daid
A.Wyatt, and Jon Kathwaron.

Call to Order
The meeting was caled to order a 19:00.

Review of Minutes
The minutes of the 17 April 2007 megting were
draulaed, reviewed and goproved.

Treasurer’s Report
Guy Fontanewasaway fromthe City onbusinessand
noreport wasavaladlea thistime

Subject Reports

Bus#111

It was reported thet Guy Fontaine hed inddled the
dater inthisunit in preperation for the Public Works
Bxpo.

Alex Regiec indicated thet he would have the bus
licenssd and regidered ontimefor the ExpoonMay
26th.

RonAlexander and John Kgpudaindicated thet they
would organize membersto come out and wash the
busonMay 23d.

Beny Konowddhuk mentioned thet theMTHA dso
partidpeteswiththisbusintheannud Toy Rundaity
in Septembe.

Bus#214
RonAlexandar mentioned thet theM THA mulecould
be usad to movethisbusfrom Track 35to thewagh
rack, and tothediglay areafor the 125th Transt Open
Houseon ne2nd.

JonKguudafdtthaaZ X 6 piecedf lumber could
be attached to the busto act as atemparary bumper
whilemovingthisbus

Subject Reports continued

Bus#565

RonAlexander sad thet thisunit will bewashed a the
same time thet the ather two buses are washed in
preperation for digalay on June2nd.

Bus# 751

Alex Regiec indicated thet thisbuswill nat be reedy
for digolay a the Trangt Open House. Benny
Konomachuk gated thet the betterieswere deed, ad
thet thisbuswould requirealat of deaningin order to
bedigayed.

Old Business

Alex Regiecindicated thet henesdad tofdllow upwith
acdl to City's Red Edae Maneger Jary Comeaul
about the Waverley & Chevrier sorage yard.

Dennis Cavanagh reported thet he gooketo the new
Hre Depatmeat'sChief a ther 125th Cdeoration a
theForks Heindicated thet we should spesk to the
new Chief about using thar proparty onMcFhillips &
Templeton.

New Business

Bus# 111 wouldbediventoKildonen Pakk onFHiday,
May 25thinpreparaionfor thePublicWorksExpoon
Saturday, May 26th. Ron Alexander, John Kgpuda,
David Wyatt and Alex Regiec will man thedigplay.

Buses# 111, 214 and 565 will beput ondigilay at the
125hAmivasary OpenHoused Fort Rouge Garage
onSturday, Jne2nd. RonAlexande, ohnKagpuda,
Rass Smith, Alex Regiec, David Wyett, Dennis
Cavaneghand Pat Rogoski will beonhendtomenthe
digplay and conduct toursof thefedlity.

Alex Regiec unvaled a3ft X 6ft“Hidory of Public
TranstinWinnipeg” digdlay boerd thet will travd with
bus # 111 when on display to the public.

Alex Regec hed dso reported thet John Felr, Presdant
of Beaver BusLines wasinterested in donding his
1960 GMC suburben trangt busto the MTHA in
exchangefor atax chariteblerecdpat.

Meeting Adjourned
Themedingwasadjouned at 20:45.
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MTHANews

Celebrating 125 years of public transit in Winnipeg
Displays, tours, food & fun

On October 20th 1882 public transit was
successfully tested in Winnipeg with regular
service starting the next day. Thefirst service
in Winnipeg consisted of four horse drawn
street cars on tracks.

The Winnipeg Electric Co. continued to
operate afine fleet of streetcars, trolley
coaches and buses through the twentieth
century.

125 years later with a fleet of 533 diesel
buses Winnipeg Transit continues to provide
the citizens of Winnipeg with efficient,
reliable, and affordable public transit.

A colourful event

B

It wasthis strong heritage that many members
of the public came to explore and celebrate
on Saturday June 2nd at Winnipeg Transit’s
125th Anniversary Open House.

This event showcased avariety of “climb-
on” vintage and contemporary transit buses.

Other activities of the day included facility
tours, test drive of atransit bus, displays of
vintage transit memorabilia such as old
tickets, passes, uniform hats, fareboxes,
changers, and photographs, and hot dogs and
drinks served up by friendly staff working
at the “Bar-B-Que Bus’.

On the grounds of the Fort Rouge Transit Base the displays of both vintage
and contemporary buses were located conveniently close to the centre park island where
the “Bar-B-Que Bus’ volunteers prepared hot dogs and served cold drinks to the public.

Transit Open House

== |

organizer Jonathan
Borland and MTHA
President Alex Regiec

take abreak from
their busy schedules
to enjoy alaugh and
survey the crowd.
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A large number of people took in the on-site
display of both vintage and contemporary
buses.

On theright, Transit Operations Manager
Keith Martin and MTHA member John
Panting take moment to survey the large
crowd that were enjoying the day’ s events.

For those interested in the mechanical side
of the vintage fleet, MTHA staff opened the
back engine compartments for display and
inspection.

The MTHA Twins and Ford buses beamed
brightly under the wonderful Saturday
sunshine as the public took to exploring a
glimpse into Winnipsg'srich Transit history.
In addition to buses# 111 and 565, the MTHA
rolled out # 214 for public preview.
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MTHA members David Wyatt (left) and
Dennis Cavanagh and Transit staff Darlene

B Searles(right) inspect amodel of aWinnipeg

Electric Company Tow-Truck built by
agentleman visiting from St. Pierre Jolys,
Manitoba.

MTHA membersjoin Bill Bremner of East
Selkirk, Manitobafor agroup picturein front
of bus# 111.

From left to right: Ross Smith, John Kapusta
(kneeling), Alex Regiec, Bill Bremner, Pat
Rogoski and Ron Alexander.

Bill generoudy donated aset of track deening brushes
thet wereariginelly usad by theWinnipeg, Sdkirk ad
LakeWinnipeg Ralway Compeny tothe MTHA
odllection.

MTHA members John Panting and Dennis
Cavanagh helped to answer many questions
from the public about the vintage buses on
display, including bus # 214.
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MTHANews

Brightening up arainy day

1937 Twin Coach displayed at 2007 Public Works Week Expo

Despite a constant downpour, alarge number
of families braved the heavy rainfall to take

in the displays offered at the 2007 Public
Works Expo on Saturday, May 26th, 2007.

Held in the lush surroundings of beautiful
Kildonan Park, the Public Works Week Expo
has been running for the past 8 years and has

been recognized by the American Public
Works Association for the last three years as
the “Best Event in Canada’.

This family-oriented event showcases a
variety of public works equipment and
supports Winnipeg Harvest at the sametime.

Activitiesinclude aerial bucket truck rides,
children’s tree climbing and miniature train
rides, and a*“ climb-on” equipment display.

The Manitoba Transit Heritage A ssociation
displayed its 1937 Twin Coach that was
rebuilt and restored by Association members
in 1991.

There were over 450 volunteers from various
City of Winnipeg Departments, Manitoba
Hydro and the MTHA who helped make this
year's Public Works Week Expo amemorable
and successful event.

The wet weather didn’t dampen spirits as many people took the
opportunity to explore the Public Works Expo displays and discover
Winnipeg's public transit history inside of the Manitoba Transit
Heritage Association’s bus # 111.

THE SWITCH IRON

6 JUNE 2007



Families visiting the Public Works Expo at
Kildonan Park had the opportunity to explore
old and new asthe MTHA and Winnipeg
Transit displayed their vehicles.

Manitoba Hydro was also on hand to display
itswares including a vintage service truck
featuring the Winnipeg Electric Company’s

MTHA members Ron Alexander and John
Kapusta set up the “History of Public Transit
inWinnipeg” display board” next to the 1937
Twin Coach.

£

e

Tour of Transit in Manitoba

Members of the Manitoba Transit Heritage
Association hosted a delegation of bus
enthusi asts visiting from southern Ontario.

As seen in the picture on the left, the group
stopped by the Beaver Bus Lines garage to
see the company’s collection of 1960s era
GM transit buses.

From left to right: Simon Yiu, Alan, MTHA
members Brian Schuff and Dennis Cavanagh,
Beaver Bus Lines President John D. Fehr,
Manny Jacob, Luke Olszewski, MTHA
Member David A. Wyaitt, Felix Tse, and
MTHA President Alex Regiec.

The group also visited and toured Winnipeg
Transit, with special thanks to Manager of
Operations Keith Martin for his assistance.
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If you have a photograph of a vintage transit vehicle from anywhere

in Manitoba that you would like to share, please send it to the
rOI I I e @ @ UH li " Manitoba Transit Heritage Association Inc.
c/o 421 Oshorne Street, Winnipeg, MB R3L 2A2

In this photograph, Alex Daneluk stands next to streetcar 636 advertising the purchase of Victory Bonds during the Second World War
at the Assiniboine and Main Garage. This picture was provided courtesy of Bill Bremner of East Selkirk, Manitoba.
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